JUNE 157 2026 REGULAR SESSION
PULASKI COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

The Pulaski County Commissioners met in regular session Monday June 1% 2026 6:00PM
at the Pulaski County Courthouse meeting room. Commissioners present were Donald Street

Jr., Michael McClure, Jennifer Knebel with County Auditor Teresa Bryant and County Attorney
Jacob Ahler.

Also present were Jason Creasbaum, Amy Bope, Billy Bope, David Olds, Margarita Bope,
Kathy Wyatt, Brandi Larkin, Darrel Gudeman, Beverly Smith, Gail Lambert, Randy Davis, Karla
Redweik, Kaila Stukofski, Terri Hansen, Raymond Hansen, Natasha Daugherty, Jim Stacey, Sherry
Fagner, Mary Welker, Bob Barger, Franna Barger, Carol Jo Gumz, Lisa Dan, Ed Baptista, leff Lowr,
Sandy Lucas, Connie Ehrlich, Nathan Origer, Chris Schramm.

President Street opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
IN RE: MINUTES

Jennifer made a motion to approve and sign regular session and executive session

minutes from May 18" 2026, Michael seconded. With no further discussion, motion carried
unanimously.

IN RE: APPROVE AND SIGN

Jennifer made a motion to approve and sign claims, Michael seconded. With no further
discussion, motion carried unanimously.

There was no payroll to approve.

Carol Jo Gumz, representing Pulaski County Public Library Board, asked that the
Commissioners reappoint Sandy Lucas to their Board of Trustees, effective June 30, 2026 to June
30, 2030. Michael made a motion to reappoint Sandy Lucas to the Pulaski County Public Library
Board of Trustees, Jennifer seconded. With no other discussion, motion carried unanimously.

The Board of Trustees of Pulaski Memorial Hospital recommended the reappointment to
Mike McKay to the Board, effective July 1, 2026 to June 30, 3030. Donald made a motion to
reappoint Mike McKay to the Board of Trustees of Pulaski Memorial Hospital, Jennifer
seconded. With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously.

IN RE: CONFERENCE REQUEST

There were no conference requests.

IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing was opened regarding the purchase of the Knights of Columbus property.

Nathan Origer: Resident of North Judson, Executive Director of Pulaski CDC. Thinks this
is an excellent opportunity. Concerned about use of East and West Annex. What about
maintenance—will it be contracted out or will Council allow for new positions?

Brandy Larkin: There seems to be no clear use plan or cost estimate. Will this create a
vacant property problem? Will use rainy Day funds? [t will remove a building from public use.
Jennifer does not know cost estimate or what offices are moving. Maintenance Director
contacted Commissioners with concern that he does not think his department can handle an
additional building. Donald said would move 3 offices to KofC. East Annex is not ADA compliant
and new elevator would cost $1,000,000. Inspections have been done and building is solid.
Nathan stated the Rainy-Day fund is to be used for maintenance or property acquisition.

Jennifer is concerned whether County really needs that much space, especially if
Extension goes regional. Donald is concerned about the east annex as it is a money pit due to
age and elevator. Michael said County would need to contract out snow removal. Jennifer
would like to have a round table about more utilization of the current buildings.
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Michael made a motion to turn down purchase of the Knights of Columbus building,
Jennifer seconded. With no further discussion, motion carried 2-1 with Donald opposed.

Public hearing was closed.
IN RE: TIM HOLLANDSWORTH, VS ENGINEERING

Jennifer had asked at last meeting if they needed to rebid for services being provided by
VS Engineering. Jacob researched issue and said they do not need to get bids on professional
services. To keep everything clear, Jacob said Commissioners should have a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) so there is something in writing. Jennifer made a motion to approve
MOU with VS Engineering, Michael seconded. With no further discussion, motion carried
unanimously.

Mammoth Grazing: Starting reviews and have talked to Gary Kruger (Highway) for next
lay down yard.

South Project: Jacob has not received the Compliance Contract yet. Road repairs and
dust control continue. One more oversized load delivery in mid-June.

Kiewit: This is for the Mammoth/Moss Creek substation. Will be reaching out to
landowners.

Moss Creek: Will have a meeting this Thursday and will confirm project will start next
Spring.

Bottlebrush: Waiting for the next meeting.
Mayapple: 5tll waiting.
IN RE: DISCUSSION

APC Amendments to UDO: Jacab has reviewed the amendments to the Uniformed
Development Ordinance (UDO). There is a 90-day period from when it was presented that
needs to be addressed. if not, APC’s recommendations will pass. Three choices for
Commissioners: Approve, amend or deny. If denied, it goes back to the APC and they have a 45
day to respond. Donald said some of the items present and additional items could infringe on
the EDA agreement that has been signed. There is a provision in the EDA that says the County
will publicly support the project. If you pass these ordinances and make it impossible for the
project to move forward, it would be contradiction to the EDA.

Donald said that the issue had been denied with the understanding that we would come
back. Jacob said it was essentially tabled. Statute requires that either a certified denial or an
approval of the amendment be sent back to APC formally and he recommended that it be done
in a motion that will be clear in the minutes.

Jennifer commented that all commissioners need to do better. lacob said this does not
mean that they can’t do amendments. Anyone can file a lawsuit no matter what. Donald thinks
that the amendments contain items already in the road use, drainage and decommissioning
agreements.

Donald made a motion to deny all recommended ordinance changes, and everything
brought before the Commissioners, Michael seconded. With no further discussion, motion
carried 2-1 with Jennifer opposed. Jennifer made comments that they have taken away our
protections.

IN RE: PUBLIC COMMENT

Connie Ehrlich: Other counties have far more restrictions with no lawsuits. EDA clauses
cannot tie the hand of the Commissioners to protect the citizens and communities.
Commissioners owe APC an apology.

]}}

Bob Barger: Asked if they dropped “all” ordinances. Donald clarified that it denied all
ordinances that had been presented to the board now.

Sherry Fagner: Not surprised. No respect for county employees.
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Gaif Lambert: Very disappointed but not surprised. Fencing was an issue as not defined
in agreement as well as vegetation and ditch setbacks. Mammoth does not do reasonable.

Margarita Bope: She is concerned about Commissioners being bashed on Facebook.
Solar brings money and jobs to the county. There have been no problems with solar in Starke
County.

Brand; Larkin: Should not be a conflict between solar and anti-solar. Community is
confused and conflicted. County deserves answers.

With no other public comment or business to discuss, Michael made a motion at 7:12
PM to adjourn, Donald seconded. With no other comment, motion passed unanimously.

Approved and signed this 15 day of June 2026 by the PULASK! COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS.

™" DONALD STREET JR. MICHAEL MCCLURE

TERESA BRYANT, AUDITOR/PULASKI COUNTY , IN




